Photobiophysics and photobiology of strongly fluorescing coumarin derivatives are of great interest in view of their sensitizing abilities in photodynamic effects and their wide occurrence in the plant kingdom. Umbelliferone, 7-hydroxycoumarin, which has been known as a strongly fluorescing compound, also exhibits chemiluminescence. 1 On the other hand, 7-hydroxy-4-methyl coumarin 2 ( Fig. 1-(I) )has been applied in laser gain studies. The title compound ( Fig.1-(II) ) has an additional hydroxy group at the 5-position of (I). To understand the structure-function relationships of hydroxycoumarins, the X-ray analysis of the title compound has been undertaken.
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parameters for non-hydrogen atoms are listed in Table 2 . Selected bond distances and angles are listed in Table 3 . An ORTEP-III 5 drawing of the title compound together with the atomic numbering is shown in Fig. 2 
